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Services, such as clean water and the maintenance of biodiversity, derived 
from the world's ecosystems have been economically valued at trillions of 
dollars per year, but they are only just beginning to enter the economics of 
land use. Concern over the sustainability of these services lies at the core of 
the millennium ecosystem assessment, and as key natural assets, they form 
a critical component of rural livelihoods. Where trees are found in 
agricultural landscapes they are often long lived components that contribute 
to sustainability of ecosystem services. Typically these services are manifest 
at a range of scales, affecting an increasingly large and diverse range of 
stakeholders as we move up from the level of the farm to the landscape and 
region. Land use activities upstream by one group of people often have 
consequences for other people downstream and private land users affect 
public goods. This creates a need to realize the value of ecosystem services 
as a tool in managing the balance between incentives that reward land users 
who ensure the provision of services, and regulations that make polluters 
pay. While agri-environment schemes in Europe pay farmers for maintaining 
habitat and landscape character, their performance in terms of biodiversity 
conservation has been questioned. Pilot schemes in Asia and Latin America 
have involved wider stakeholder participation and payments for a broader 
range of ecosystem services, including clean water, carbon storage and 
biodiversity. Here we look at the relevance to the UK of experiences from 
RUPES (Rewarding the Upland Poor in Asia for the Environmental Services 
They Provide) and pilot schemes to encourage farmers to retain trees on 
pastures in fragmented landscapes in Latin America.  
 


