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Mid Wales Energy Agency (MWEA) has a strong involvement in the 
promotion of wood fuels in Mid Wales. It is currently working on two projects 
dealing specifically with wood fuels – Robin Wood, with the Forestry 
Commission, and Wood Fuel Powys – a project funded by Glasu (Leader +). 
 
MWEA is looking at the current state of play concerning wood fuels in Powys 
and in Wales as a whole. This involves investigating current wood fuel 
resources, existing infrastructure, support mechanisms and the existing and 
potential market for wood fuels. Fuels include wood chip, pellets and logs. 
 
Initial research indicates that the current market is extremely small and the 
existing infrastructure is sparse. The lack of investment in wood fuels can be 
largely attributed to the low oil prices of recent years However rising oil 
prices, coupled with current support mechanisms, are making wood fuels a 
much more attractive option. The availability of both equipment and 
expertise has improved in recent years, and the slowly developing wood fuel 
industry is now set to expand. 
 
High efficiency log boilers are now being introduced to the Welsh market, 
and along with modern wood stoves these will encourage an increase in the 
use of logs for fuel. Self-supply, and development of fuel supply businesses 
are becoming more attractive options for woodland owners. Fuel quality and 
transparency of pricing will enable increased profit margins in this sector. 
 
Woodland owners may also benefit from an improved market for wood chip. 
Quality of chip is an important factor and there is currently a lack of 
awareness of the issues involved in achieving this. While investment in 
chipping and distribution machinery can be costly, there are opportunities 
for co-operation amongst potential suppliers. 
 
We will give indications of the economic implications of the emerging market, 
with particular relevance to woodland owners. 
 


