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Overview

Methods
• 56 livestock, arable and horticulture farmers were 

interviewed in England 
• A typology of farmers was constructed using Principle 

Component Analysis and Clustering Analysis (3)
• Variables measured included farmer age, gender, experience, 

tenancy, value as well as farm size, sector and diversity 
• Farmer typology was then tested against interest and 

engagement in agroforestry and compared 
• Variables measured included agroforestry interest, 

management, perception, understanding and barriers

Initial results
• 3 typology of farmers
• Gender, age, experience and tenancy main variables 

differencing groups 
• High levels of agroforestry engagement is correlated 

with young (45) female farmers with long-term 
tenancies

Limitations
• Little engagement with farmers not interested in 

agroforestry due to limited resources and capacity
• Most participants were not new entrants and had 

secure tenancy
• Sampling bias towards organic and regenerative 

farmers
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• The Organic Research Centre are leading the Agroforestry ELM 
Research Pilot for Defra in collaboration with the Woodland Trust, 
Abacus Agriculture and the Soil Association 

• There is a lack of agroforestry data and monitoring in the UK(1)
• More information is needed on who is doing agroforestry (2)
• This research project seeks to address this knowledge gap by 

testing for patterns between types of farms and engagement with 
agroforestry to determine where policy should be targeted to 
provide effective support to increase agroforestry cover 

Fig 1: Cluster dendrogram of farmer typologies

Preliminary conclusions
• Farmer typology is linked to agroforestry uptake and 

should  be taken into account when developing 
policies

• More extensive research of this nature is required

Fig 2: Agroforestry interest scale

Fig 3: Boxplot of farmer typologies against agroforestry interest 
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